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Ah, the days of the year are
winding down to a precious few
(hopefully y’all understand that’s
as close to poetry we’ll ever get
in the Relay), as are the events:
shows, drives and other activities. As with the last two years
of publication, you’ll continue to
see the Relay through the winter, although we expect we’ll cut
back to four or two pages before
too much longer.
BUT, in the meantime, there are
still some shows, including two
of the BIG ones for those of the
LBC persuasion: this weekend’s
annual All British Car & Cycle
Show at Creve Coeur Lake Park
(don’t forget the welcome BBQ
Friday night) and the always
great Jaguar Association of
Greater St Louis Concours at
the Kemp on 5 October. Make
a point of visiting both.
And, lest we forget, two more
editions of Cars & Coffee. The
last one completely filled the
parking lot at Rock Hill Plaza,
some 250 cars. Above and
beyond seeing friends, swapping tales and kicking tires, the
other great thing with this event:
you never know what’s going to
show up. If you haven’t attended a C&C, hie thee to one
of the gatherings in September
or October. You won’t regret it.

September 2013

Up & Coming
th

19-22 Sept 2013—20

Annual Corvette Funfest “20-40-60,” Mid America Motorworks, Effingham, Il. World’s largest Corvette party, celebrating Funfest’s 20 th
birthday, Mid America’s 40th birthday and 60 years of America’s sports car. Events
include a Friday night charity event, fun road tour, downtown party, expert seminars, celebrity choice and Saturday night entertainment featuring Bachman &
Turner (in other words, “Let It Ride”). Info at www.corvettefunfest.com/.

20 Sept 2013—ABCCS Welcome BBQ, hosted by All British Car Repair at the
Red Roof Inn-Westport, 11837 Lackland Rd. 6 PM to 11 PM. Bring a side dish/
dessert to share and a chair.

20 Sept 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, every Friday through October. At Big Bend and
Lindbergh in Kirkwood, hosted by The Outsiders Car Club. SLTOA reports a good
turnout of interesting vehicles, runs 5 PM until whenever. “Family event, leave your
ego at home, no booze or burnouts.”

21 Sept 2013—32nd Annual All British Car & Cycle Show, Creve Coeur Lake
Park. Hosted by the St Louis MG Club with the St Louis Triumph Owners Association running the food concession.
This year’s featured marque is the AustinHealey. Keep an eye on www.allbritishcarshow.com for additional information in
advance of St Louis’ biggest annual LBC event.

21 Sept 2013—Cars & Coffee. Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:30
to 10:30ish.
For more information, contact M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792
mlhillard@sbcglobal.net.

21 Sept 2013—1st Annual CCC Cruise-In, Chesterfield Community Church,
14647 La Due Rd (at Olive), Chesterfield. Free admission, 3-7 PM, open to all
rods, customs, classics and special interest vehicles, two great bands. For info call
(314)469-3255; bring chairs and enjoy the music and cars!

21-22 Sept 2013—St Louis Region SCCA Autocross Nos. 9 & 10, Family
Arena, St. Charles. Details at www.stlsolo.org/eventsSchedule.

21-22 Sept 2013—ChumpCar World Series Event No. 26, 12- and 6-hour enduros at Gateway Speedway. “Real Racing, Real Tracks, Real Cheap Cars.”
Team Rat Patrol from Topeka and Lawrence, KS, will be there with their Miatapowered TR7, additional info at www.chumpcar.com.

22 Sept 2013—16th Annual Charity Car Show , O’Fallon Plaza, Hwy M near the
Sonic, O’Fallon, MO, sponsored by the Daniel Boone Shrine Club. All vehicles,
trucks and motorcycles. Best of trophies by year groups, ladies’ choice, best of
show awards. $10 registration by 1 September, $15 day of show; for info, contact
Bob Holscher in St Peters (636)240-8552 or Mark Rethmeyer in St Louis (314)9214873.
(Continued on page 2)

In Print
This may prove to be Jaguar and
Corvette’s year, with continuing articles covering the F-Type and the C7
Stingray, oftentimes in comparison
with their predecessors. However,
the 16 September issue of Autoweek
has something different: an article on
Jaguar Principal Designer Ian

Continued on pg. 5
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Up and Coming (Continued from page 1)
22 Sept 2013—Shriner’s Benefit Car Show , presented by Gateway Chapter-Buick Club of America at the Moolah Shriner’s
Center, 12545 Fee Fee Rd, St Lois, 9 AM to 4 PM. All cars welcome and receive a goody bag, $10 show, $15 judged. Proceeds to Shriner’s programs benefitting kids.

27 Sept 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, at Big Bend and Lindbergh in Kirkwood.
27-29 Sept 2013—12th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road Festival, Springfield, IL. The city’s expecting over

1000 cool cars and 80,000 spectators for the event in the heart of downtown between Washington and Capitol and 4 th and 7th
Streets. Live bands, food, Friday night car cruise and a Saturday car show. Info and registration at www.route66fest.com/.
NOTE: A group of St Louis and Metro East classic car clubs are planning a drive up US 66 to Springfield to the festival, departing Friday from the Chain of Rocks Bridge, Missouri side, at 9 AND – according to the info posted – involving a drive
across the historic old bridge. $5 donation to a fund for bridge preservation, call (314)540-0129 or (314)540-0718 for more
information.

28 Sept 2013—Wings & Wheels Car Show and Fly-In, St Louis Regional Airport, East Alton, IL. No registration or spectator fee, visit https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jersey-County-Street-Machine-Association-JCSMA/297430433632542 for
more information.

Oct—Movie Night! SLTOA night out to see Ron Howard’s “Rush,” which covers the 1976 Formula 1 season with emphasis on
the rivalry between eventual world champion James Hunt (McLaren M23/M26; played by Chris Hemsworth) and Niki Lauda
(Ferrari 312/312T2, Daniel Brűhl). Move night date TBD; “Rush” is currently scheduled for release 27 September. Open to
any sports/special interest car owner who’d like to set the movie with fellow car nuts. Movie trailer at www.rushmovie.com,
watch for further details.

2-6 Oct 2013—Great River Road Ramble III, celebrating the 75th anniversary of the “Great River Road.” Starts in St Paul,
MN, on 2 October, then south; day four, 5 October, is from Burlington, IA, to St Charles, MO. Open to all neat/cool/classic
special interest vehicles; $225 for the entire four days, $150 for two days and $75 for a one-day drive. LBC clubs north of us
including the Queen City British Auto Club are planning on participating, details and registration available at
www.motormemories.com/1tours/1000/1000tour.html, you can also contact qcbac@mchsi.com for info.

4 Oct 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, at Big Bend and Lindbergh in Kirkwood.
4-5 Oct 2013—Annual Jaguar Association of St Louis “Jaguar’s at the Kemp,” Kemp Auto Museum, 16955 Chesterfield Airport Rd. Cocktail party/registration at the Edgewild Winery Friday night, cars start going onto the plaza at the
Kemp Saturday morning at 8:00 AM. Judging begins 12 noon, dinner at Oceano following the show, 6:00 to 10:30 PM, includes awards presentation. For more information and details, see www.jcna.com/clubs/events.php?
club=sc20&Vref=sc20&Vdet=2350#details.

6 Oct 2013—Gateway VCOA Swedish Potluck Dinner. Details to follow, plenty of time to store up on lutefisk.
6 Oct 2013—3rd Annual Autos on Valhalla, benefitting Ride On St Louis. At Valhalla Cemetery, 7600 St Charles Rock Rd
63133. Rain or shine, arrive for registration and parking 9:30-10:30 AM, show starts at 11 AM, awards at 2 PM. Open to
classic and contemporary American, Asian and European autos; registration donation $25 prior to 20 September $35 day of
show. For information, contact Dodie Frank at dodiejerroy@yahoo.com or (314)961-8881.

11 Oct 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, at Big Bend and Lindbergh in Kirkwood.
12 Oct 2013—St Louis Chapter NCRS Fall Judging Meet, Mary’s Shelter, Love County Park, Manchester. For info and
registration, call up http://stlouisncrs.org/Calendar_files/STLChapterFallJudgingMeet.pdf.

13 Oct 2013—Boeing Sports Car Club Autocross No. 6, Family Arena, St Charles. For info or to sign up, contact Racer
Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.

18 Oct 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, at Big Bend and Lindbergh in Kirkwood.
18-19 Oct 2013—SCCA Double Regional/Fall Vintage Festival, Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at www.stlscca.org.
19 Oct 2013—Last Cars & Coffee of the season. Starbucks, 9616 Manchester/Rock Hill Plaza, 8:30 to 10:30ish. For more
information, contact M.L. Hillard (630)272-1792 mlhillard@sbcglobal.net.

19 Oct 2013—Gateway VCOA Fall Color Tour, details to follow.
20 Oct 2013—Museum of Transportation Fall Cruise to Washington, MO . Depart at 11 AM, info at http://
transportmuseumassociation.org/car_shows.htm or call (314)615-8212.

25 Oct 2013—Sonic Car Cruise, at Big Bend and Lindbergh in Kirkwood.
10 Nov 2013 – Veterans Day Run, hosted by St Louis Triumph Owners Association, open to all LBC/sports/special interest
cars. Rambling country drive with lunch stop, donations requested, all proceeds to veterans programs (American Legion,
VFW, USO or similar). Start point and time TBA, stay tuned.

St Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/clubsites/lakerscarclub.
Note: Some club driving events restrict participation to club members only, primarily for national/chapter insurance reasons. If
interested in joining in on a drive or other event, we recommend you contact the club’s event coordinator in advance for details.
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Roadwork: Safety Fast! Early Competition MGs
The world-famous initials M.G. have been associated
with sports cars since 1923. Many people still puzzle
over the initials; they simply stand for Morris Garages,
where the prototype M.G. Sports first saw the light of
day.

On Friday night 131 cars started out,
heading for Lands End. The Motor reported:
Here, headlamps flinging searching fingers over the Cornish countryside, the last cars wended their way
through the maze of twisty lands to
Land’s End, where, in the windswept hostelry high on the cliff
above the roaring Atlantic, the final
checking sheet was signed.

- Gregor Grant, British Sports Cars
Obviously the story is well known, particularly among the
MG faithful, but it bears retelling. MG cars resulted from an
individual’s desire to take a basic, classically British form of
stable and sedate conveyance – in this case, Morris – and
turn it into a sporting vehicle, proven through competition.

Only 24 cars failed to complete the
course. Kimber, as a result of his 52nd
place finish, qualified for a Gold Medal,
marking MG’s first successful competition.

In 1921, 33-year-old Cecil Kimber, formerly of SheffieldSimplex, AC Cars and Martynside Aircraft (among other career stops), gained employment at Morris Garages as sales
manager; a year later, he became general manager. After
receiving permission from company founder William Morris to
modify cars for competition, Kimber started working on a Morris Oxford, modifying the rear chassis and installing flat halfelliptic rear springs, vice the standard Morris three-quarter
elliptics. He fitted a 1558 11.9 hp Hotchkiss four-cylinder engine out of a Morris Cowley with machined and polished cylinder head, modified carburetor and pushrod-actuated overhead
valves, vice the stock side valves. The Oxford’s standard
three-speed box remained. For the body, Kimber went to a
lightweight structure fabricated Carbodies of Coventry. Inside,
he installed additional gauges: rev counter, fuel and oil pressure, to go with the stock Morris speedometer and ammeter.

There you go: drive a
British sports car, hear
lyre music (Photo:
Song of the Lark)

The use of MGs in competition took off from here. Kimber,
unlike Morris, saw great value in competition and felt it would
make the cars famous. Fortunately, the boss agreed to allow
Kimber to continue fabricating and selling MGs using Morris
components. During 1924, a number of vehicles rolled out of a
facility in Oxford; per Grant, they were “…modified editions of
the Morris-Oxford, and were very handsome sports cars with
their aluminum bodies, sleek lines and air of individuality.” As
demand increased, Kimber needed to find a bigger factory.
After initially setting into a new facility on Edmund Road in
Cowley, he shifted to the now famous MG factory in Abingdonon-Thames, south of Oxford and west of London.

Kimber registered the vehicle on 27 March 1925 as FMO
842; it subsequently received the registration FC 7900 and
became known as “Old Number One,” appropriate for the first
competition MG. In April 1923, he entered the car in The Motor Cycling Club’s annual Lands End Trial, which MCC had
opened to four-wheel vehicles in 1914. The famous event
used the roads of the day simply as a means of getting from
one hill to another; the competitive portions required getting up
said hills, non-stop. They included landmarks such as Bluehills Mine, Beggars Roost, Porlock Hill and Penzance.

A string of MGs followed, including the 14/40 – the first MG
built in quantity in MG’s own factory – the six-cylinder 18/80
and the original MG Midget. And, while all MGs rolled out of
the factory with a reputation for sportiness and spirited motoring, Kimber’s company regularly produced modified, enhanced
variants of the basic road cars for racing purposes. The 18/80
of 1928 – aka the MG Six, for the 2468cc, overhead cam engine – marked the production of the first “all up” MG, with only
limited Morris components. The Mk III version of the 18/80,
aka the “Tigresse,” had cross-flow heads, new crankshaft, cam
and pistons and dry sump lubrication system.
Unfortunately,
its
first
race
appearance,
at the Brooklands Double
-Twelve 24hour race in
May
1930,
ended up in
failure
with
the
engine
seizing. Fortunately, five
modified M- M-Type Midgets at Brooklands (Photo: Bring A
Type Midg- Trailer)
ets, driven by
H.H Stisted/Norman Black (No. 80), Cecil Randall/F.M. Montgomery (No. 76), Robin Jackson/W.Townend (No. 75), George
Roberts/Arthur. Pollard (No. 74); and Victoria Worsley/D.G.
Foster (No. 73), did finish the race, taking 14 th, 15th, 18th, 19th
and 20th respectively. Bentley Speed Sixes entered by W.O.
Bentley took the first two places in the event.

Cecil Kimber in “Old Number One” (Photo: MGAGuru)
According to a report on the 1923 event in The Motor, Kimber’s vehicle immediately gained attention:
An interesting vehicle was the MG super-sports
driven by C. Kimber. Built by the Morris Garages of
Oxford, it incorporated many parts (including the radiator) of the Morris chassis although it had half-elliptic
rear springs and a 1486cc overhead-valve engine.
This was said to be one of a small number of special
engines made by the Hotchkiss concern when they
used to build the Morris engines. With a streamlined
dark-grey body, the car looked very workmanlike.

The M-Type Midgets featured engines modified by MG Chief
Designer Hubert Noel Charles, which boosted power from 20 to
(Continued on page 4)
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Safety Fast! (Continued from page 3)

sic Motorsports Mitty, held 25-28 April at Road Atlanta,
Brasellton, Georgia, saluted MG as its featured marque.

27 hp. In addition, they incorporated external exhausts, a folding windscreen, cutaway doors, and nine-gallon fuel tank. In
June, MG sponsored two Midgets at the Le Mans race, driven
by R.C. Murton-Neale/Jack Hicks and Francis Samuelson/
Freddy Kindell, but neither finished. The Murton-Neale/Hicks
car, No. 28, went out at the 82-lap mark due to lubrication
problems, while the Samuelson/Kindell M-Type (No. 29), expired on lap 28, also for lubrication and oil filter difficulties.

August’s Monterey Motorsports Reunion (formerly the Monterey Historics) at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca near Salinas
featured multiple pre-war MGs among the nearly 550 competitors. They included John Hampson, Santa Barbara, in a
1934 K3 Magnette Sports; Pete Thelander, Westminster, CA,
1934 MG NE; Terry Sullivan, Monte Sereno, CA, 1932 MG
J2; and Michael Jacobsen, Simi Valley, CA, 1934 MG NA
Magnette. They went up again a against a wide range of vehicles, ranging from a 1911 National 40 up through Chevrolet
and Ford Specials, Frazer Nashes, Aston Martins and others.
Steve Walker of Amity, OR, won the event in his 1935 BMW
315 Special.

Despite the middling results, production, sponsorship and
support of all-out racing MGs continued right up until World
War II. They included the K3 Magnette, the racing variant of
the K1/K2 road cars equipped with a supercharger mounted
low in front of the engine…which, coincidentally, made the
cars look like
junior Blower
Bentleys.
These were
successful
right out of
the proverbial
box,
taking
the
1100cc
class in the
1933
Mille
Miglia driven
by
Capt
EyJohn Hampson at Laguna Seca, 1934 K3 Magnette George
ston
and
Sports (Photo: Dennis Gray/Sports Car Digest)
Count
Giovanni Lurani, as well as Tazio Nuvolari’s victory in the 1933
Royal Automobile Club Tourist Trophy. The following year,
Charles Dodson took the Tourist Trophy in a 1934 MG NE, a
modification of the N-Type Magnette.

At the other end of the country, nearly 350 cars participated
in the Glenora Wine Cellars US Vintage Grand Prix, held 4-8
September at Watkins Glen. A field of MGs competed in the
29th Annual Collier Cup race, including prewar cars.
Vintage
racing helps
keep
the
spirit
of
MG’s competition exploits alive.
Despite
Kimber’s
death, the
company
returned to
racing with
a
venge- Pete Thelander at Watkins Glen in his 1934 MG NE,
ance after an ex-works car (Photo: Michael DiPleco/Sports Car
World War Digest
II; in fact,
most of the postwar sports car racing events here in the
states – including those sanctioned by the newly-formed
Sports Car Club of America – always featured large numbers
of MG TCs, invariably brought home by returning servicemen.

The K3s were particularly popular. According to Grant,
The last word in sports-car wear was the ‘K3’ series,
which were genuine road-racing machines, sold to conform to A.I.A.C.R. (The Association Internationale des
Automobile Clubs Reconnus, now the FIA) regulations.
The blown cars were capable of about 110 m.p.h., and
many examples are still being successfully raced today.
De-tuned, the type is an ideal sports car, possessing
vivid acceleration, excellent road-holding at all speeds,
and absolute reliability.

As for “Old Number One,” Kimber’s
project car which
started everything,
after
the
1925
Lands End Trial, he
sold the vehicle for
£300. MG later
located the car in a
Manchester scrap yard and restored it; it’s now in the collection of the Heritage Motor Centre Museum in Gaydon, along
with a 1931 MG 18/80, 1943 MG PA Midget and 1936 MG NB
Magnette.

Ah, but changes were brewing up for Kimber and the MG
Car Company. For starters, the company didn’t belong to him;
William Morris – who became Lord Nuffield in 1934 – owned
MG. In 1935, he sold MG to, well, himself, folding it into Morris
Motors Ltd. Factory support of racing ended and product development shifted to Morris, although Kimber stayed on at MG
as general manager. The year 1936 saw the release of the
MG TA, the first of the legendary T-series cars; the MG TB
with a larger engine followed in 1939, immediately prior to the
outbreak of World War II.

MG returned to competition with a vengeance post-World
War II; in fact, most of the postwar sports car racing events
here in the states – including those sanctioned by the newlyformed Sports Car Club of America – always featured large
numbers of MG TCs and subsequently TDs. But that’s a
story for another day.

English industry quickly shifted to wartime efforts; for the MG
factory, that involved maintenance and repairs to the Infantry
Tank MkII, popularly known as the “Matilda.” In 1941, Kimber
negotiated a contract to assemble cockpits for the ArmstrongWhitworth Albemarle medium bomber. However, questions
about the validity of the contract – apparently Kimber didn’t
clear it through Morris’ management – resulted in Kimber’s
firing in November 1941. He found employment elsewhere but
sadly died in a railroad accident on 4 February 1945, roughly
three months prior to VE Day.

SOURCES: Gregor Grant, British Sports Cars, 5th ed
(London: GT Foulis & Co, Ltd, 1958); “Cecil Kimber and how
it all started,” The Durham MG Owners Club; Michael Bowler,
“The Lands End Trial,” The Motor Cycling Club-110 Years of
Motorsport; “Land’s End Pilgrimage,” Thoroughbred & Classic
Cars, March 1975; MG Owners’ Club UK; Racing Sports
Cars.com; Richard Owen, “1925 MG Land’s End Special,”
Supercars.net, n.d.; Curtis Jacobson, “1930 J.C.C. Double
Twelve Hour Race,” Pre-War Minor Network.

Fortunately, a lot of Kimber’s MG sports cars and racing specials remain on the roads and serve as regular participants in
vintage racing all over the world. This year’s Speedfest Clas-
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M.A.D.M.E.N.
Lifepointe Transportation Expo
8 September 2013
Photos by Karl Strauch

“Corvette Weekend”— The weekend of 13-15 September saw plenty of cruises and gatherings around the greater St Louis/
Metro East region, none specifically tied to an StLSCC-affiliated club, but still highly entertaining. They included the regular Friday
night gathering at the Sonic at Big Bend and Lindbergh; while the cars leaned heavily towards muscle cars, rods and classic
American heavy metal, Brit cars do make periodic appearances, along with exotics. Saturday saw a gathering of the Route 66
Corvette Club (St Charles County) in Chesterfield, while Sunday featured both the Chevy show at the Museum of Transportation
and the annual Queeny Park Swap Meet & Auto Show. Here’s a few of the more entertaining participants at these events.

Sonic Cruise

Sonic: ’49 Dodge with rather unique breathing apparatus...

St Charles Corvette Club

Queeny Park

Museum of Transportation: Kelly Waite’s 56, St Louis NCRS

In Print (Continued from page 1)
McCallum, who made this year’s Woodward Dream Cruise in an F Type. His other vehicles include a ’62 Jaguar Mk II...and a
’32 Ford Coupe.
The September edition of Octane, in the context of a 50-year salute to the Porsche 911, incorporates a comparison test between a 1965 E-Type 4.2 FHC and a 1967 911S.
Classic & Sports Car, same month, has two Jaguar comparisons. One pits
an XJ-SC 3.6 against a Mercedes Benz 300SL while the second looks at the Mk V, Alvis TA21 and Daimler Sports. The magazine also contains a biography on Sir William Morris, Lord Nuffield.
Finally, September’s Vintage Motorsport has a cover article on the restored 1959 Washburn Chevrolet (Santa Barbara, CA)
Corvette with fuel-injected 283 (bored to 292), which served as the scourge Southern California sports car racing for several
years, particularly when driven by Bob Bondurant. In the “Great Vintage Garage” feature, an article on Dick Skipworth’s Garage
of Buckinghamshire, England, which commemorates Ecurie Ecosse and recently went up for auction. The running collection
includes a Jaguar C-Type, a D-Type, ex-Jim Clark/Masten Gregory 1959 Tojeiro Jaguar and one of the Sebring Sprites which
ran Le Mans in 1963. Also, Vintage contains a biography of former IMSA Jaguar XJR-9 and -10 driver Price Cobb and part five
of the magazine’s history of Corvette racing, covering the 1990s.
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Featured Events
Jaguar
Association of
Greater St Louis
Route 66 Drive
24 August 2013
Photos by Ray Unger,
David Henkelmann and
Art Buechler

St Louis Triumph Owners Association—Elkhart Lake Vintage Festival XXVII
5-8 September 2013 Photos by Creig Houghtaling and Jack David
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