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Council News & Notes




Our sympathies to the Corvette faithful over the recent
“Bowling Green Disaster.” In
what was undoubtedly one of
the understatements of the
year, the Associated Press
article on the sinkhole which
opened up in the Dome Showroom of the National Corvette
Museum started off with, “It
was a sight to make a classic
car lover weep.” Of the eight
cars which went down into the
ground, six belonged to the
museum and two – a 1993
ZR1 Spyder and 2009 ZR1
“Blue Devil” – were on loan
from General Motors.
The
others were a ’62 ‘Vette, the
1992 One Millionth Corvette,
1993 40th Anniversary Corvette, 2001 Mallett Hammer
Z06 and a 2009 1.5 Millionth
Corvette. Total value of the
eight cars? According to the
Bowling Green Daily News,
approximately $1 million.
Spring is around the corner
and, as happens every year at
this time, the schedule’s filling
up. Keep the event and drive
information coming and we’ll
see y’all on the road.
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Up & Coming
13 Mar 2014—Gateway VCOA Tour, MoDOT Transportation Management Center, 6:45 PM. The center’s on S Woods Mill Rd on the hill immediately southwest
of the intersection of I-64 and MO 141, figure about a one-hour tour, please RSVP
to gateway.vcoa.chapter@gmail.com.

14 Mar 2014—Sonic Drive-In Weekly Cruise resumes, 1002 S Kirkwood Rd at
Big Bend, 6 PM to 10 PM, all makes/models welcome. Hosted by the Outsiders
Car Club, 50/50 drawing with proceeds to the Wounded Warriors Project. Event
continues every Friday until 31 October; it tends towards big American metal and
rods and is highly entertaining.

16 Mar 2014—MG Club of St Louis Pinewood Derby, 2 PM at the Gas House
Grill, 12643 Olive Blvd, Creve Coeur
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

(314)542-5000.

Monitor

17 Mar 2014—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session , w/ Adam Key at British
Cars Restorations and Services, LLC, 2338 N Lindbergh. Topic TBD, monitor
www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

22 Mar 2014—Annual Terry Fanning Memorial Rally, hosted by the MG Club
of St Louis. Details TBA, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

5 Apr 2014—Annual Missouri Endurance Rally/Mini Endurance Trial ,
hosted by the MG Club of St Louis. Start and finish at the Hooters of Maryland
Heights, 11835 Lackland Rd 63146. This year’s checkpoints will be in Missouri
so make sure you have a current Gazetteer; as always, no electronic navaids
allowed, only paper maps. Full rally will cover 10-12 stops in under 24 hours, less
than 650 miles (if you do it right…), mini-trial will be about five stops, completed
within 12 hours. More details TBA, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/eventscalendar/.

6 Apr 2014—Corvettes Unlimited 38th Annual Corvette Show & Swap
Meet, 2001 W Jefferson/Hwy 52, Joliet, IL, 8 AM to 3 PM. Proceeds benefit local
charities, info at www.corvettes-unlimited.com/.

12 Apr 2014—Gateway VCOA Tech Session, start at the St Louis Bread Co,
Affton, 99 Grasso Plaza (Gravois Rd/Mo Hwy 30, west of Tesson Ferry). More
details to follow at www.sites.google.com/site/gatewayvcoa/.

12 Apr 2014 – Collinsville Area Vocational Center Car Cruise & Open
House – at Collinsville Area Vocational Center/Collinsville High School, dash
(Continued on page 2)

Note: Some club driving events restrict participation to club members only, primarily
for national/chapter insurance reasons. If interested in joining in on a drive or other
event, we recommend you contact the club’s event coordinator in advance for details.

In Print
There’s plenty for MG aficionados this
month, starting with an article in the March
edition of Classic Motorsports on the shortlived Victor TF, a “reincarnation” of the MG
TF built on MGB mechanicals. The magazine
also contains an article on the TR6 5-speed
conversion kit offered by HVDA, which provides the components necessary for successContinued on pg. 5
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Up and Coming (Continued from page 1)
plaques to the first 100 entries, 50/50 drawing benefits the Vocational Center’s programs. 2201 S Morrison off IL 157, info
tblackar@kahoks.org or (618)381-1680.

13 Apr 2014—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross season starts, Family Arena, St Charles, $35 for six runs, show about 9
AM. Contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for details and to get on the event email list.

18 Apr 2014—Third Friday Free Party, “From Hot Rods to Teslas,” 6-10 PM, Third Degree Glass Factory, 5200 Delmar Blvd (314)640-7392. Gearhead’s delight; Mr C will show the art of hot rod pin striping, sample free treats by St Louis
Snowcone, see Teslas and learn about electric and converted vehicles. Chef Heidi will serve up snacks ($2-$8 each), live
music by Salt of the Earth starts at 8 PM, cash bar and more. For more info, see www.stlglass.com/ or call (314)367-4527.
Play with fire!

19 Apr 2014—Cars & Coffee returns! Starbucks Coffee at 9616 Manchester Rd, Rock Hill Plaza, 8:15-10:15 AM. On Facebook at facebook.com/groups/stlmetrocarsandcoffee.

19 Apr 2014—St Louis Chapter NCRS Judging Meet & Picnic. Mary’s Shelter, Love County Park, 2239 Mason Lane,
Manchester, at 8:30 AM; picnic at 12 noon picnic. For questions, email Judging Chair Kelly Waite at Kelly.waite@att.com.

19 Apr 2014—Gateway Healey Association Wash-Up/Tune-Up, traditional day before prep for the Forest Park Concours. 8 AM until whenever, bring something to share, at Keith Bester’s garage, 115 N Sappington, Kirkwood.

19 Apr 2014—St Louis County Police Welfare Association Car Show & BBQ . Registration 8 AM, $20 per car,
awards/dash plaques/music, 50/50 drawing. Proceeds benefit the St Louis Police Welfare Association, helping officers in
need. At Mehlville High School, 3200 Lemay Ferry Rd.

20 Apr 2014—53rd Annual Forest Park Concours d’Elegance, sponsored by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri.
Open to all cars 1989 or earlier, $25 per vehicle (judged) or $20 (displayed); recommend you pre-register and arrive no later
than 11 AM, show ends at 4:30 PM. This year’s activities included two judging seminars, more information including registrath
tion at www.hccmo.com/id14.html. The concours will also serve as the site of the 6 Annual British Leyland Attendance Challenge (aka the Triumph-MG Challenge).

21 Apr 2014—MG Club of St Louis Tech Session , w/ John Mangles, All British Car Repair, 2618 Woodson Rd. Topic
TBD, monitor www.stlouismgclub.com/events-calendar/.

27 Apr 2014—St Louis Region SCCA Solo No. 1, Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at http://stlsolo.org/node/98.
27-30 Apr 2014—South Central VTR Regional, The Elms Spa & Hotel, Excelsior Springs, hosted by the Kansas City Triumph Club, Events include welcome reception, funkhana, gimmick rallye, autocross, model/craft show, dinner run and participants’ choice concours. Several area attractions. Registration is now open at http://kansascitytriumphs.com/Registration%
20-%202014%20VTR%20South%20Central%20Regional.htm; those registering between 1 July and 31 December 2013 will
be entered in a 6 January 2014 drawing for one night’s stay at the host hotel, The Elms Hotel & Spa, six winners total. VTR
hotel rate $104+tax, register by 12 April 2014 to get the guaranteed rate, (800)843-3567 or www.elmshotelandspa.com.

3-4 May 2014—St Louis County Air Show , featuring the US Navy Blue Angels and STEM (Science-TechnologyEngineering-Math) Expo, celebrating the 50th anniversary of Spirit of St Louis Airport, 18270 Edison Ave, Chesterfield.
Should be/might be some interesting cars there but hey, it’s the Blues, FLY NAVY! Info at www.spirit-airshow.com/.

4 May 2014—St Louis Region SCCA Solo No. 2, Family Arena, St Charles. Info at http://stlsolo.org/node/98.
10 May 2014—Boeing Sports Car Club autocross, Family Arena, St Charles, $35 for six runs, show about 9 AM. Contact
Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for details and to get on the event email list.

10 May 2014—Spring Fling & Car Corral, O’Fallon, IL. Hosted by Gateway Classic Cars, 9 AM to 5 PM at 1237 Central
Park Drive, benefits Shriners Hospital for Children. For info, call Ashley Rodgers (618)271-3000.
St Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/clubsites/lakerscarclub.

Request for Information
David Stokes, Policy Analyst with the Show-Me Institute, sent the following to StLSCC:
I have been contacted about at least one example of an exotic sports car having its assessed valuation go dramatically up this
year in St Louis County. Used cars, of course, should go down over time. Perhaps exotic sports cars are different, but it would
be hard to see how they would more than double in value for tax purposes from one year to the next. Have you heard other stories of assessment increases for exotic sports cars by members of your clubs?
I write about local tax policy for a Missouri policy organization and would be interested in finding out if this one example was
part of a pattern to raise more revenue, or just a single occurrence. Thank you for your time.
David Stokes
Office (314)454-0647
David.stokes@showmeinstitute.org
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Roadwork: The First Jaguars
One of the proudest and most recognized names in British
automotive history, Jaguar also qualifies as a survivor. While
the company came under foreign ownership in 1984 with its
sale to Ford Motor Company (and subsequent sale to India’s
Tata Motors), it continues to design, develop and produce
vehicles in England.

tion, held at the Olympia Exposition Centre in West Kensington,
London. The car featured a highly modified (and lowered)
Standard-built underslung chassis and 2.0-liter six-cylinder
engine; with bold grill and headlights, long hood and low
stance, the S.S. 1 caused a sensation. According to automotive and aviation writer Don Vorderman,

Jaguar dates to the 4 September 1922 formation of the
Standard Sidecar Company in Blackpool, Lancashire, by R.
William Walmsley and William Lyons. However, the corporate
name only dates to 1945; the following provides an abridged
version of how the company progressed from sidecars to leaping cats.

It was with the announcement of the SS1 late in 1931,
based on still another manufacturer’s running gear, that
Lyons burst out of obscurity to become one of the most
respected figures in the British automobile business…
the SS1 of 192 knocked the British industry on its collective ear, offering what journalists began calling “The
car with the 1,000 pound look”…but it only cost £310.

Initially, Walmsley produced sidecars for motorcycles he’d rebuilt (rather
self-explanatory, eh?) and
motorcycle enthusiast –
and customer – Lyons
joined in. They set up
operations in a factory on
Bloomfield Road in Blackpool, Lancashire.
In
1926, they changed the
company name to SwalWalmsley (L) and Lyons, the latter l o w
Sidecar
&
occupying one of their company’s Coachbuilding Company
products. Photo: Jag Lovers.
and moved into coachwork design and manufacturing. They initially produced modified Austin Sevens,
designated the Seven Swallow and Seven Swallow Saloon.
The late British automotive writer and founder of Autosport,
Gregor Grant, described the Seven Swallow as having “first rate proportions,” adding, “I owned one of these little cars and
found that the coachwork was constructed to very exacting
standards.”

Ah,
but
h e r e ’ s
where it got
interesting:
just
what
did “S.S.”
stand for?
G r e g o r
G r a n t
stated the
initials were
f
o
r
“Swallow
Special” but
a c c o r d i n g S.S. 1. Photo: ConceptCarz
to
author
John Heilig, neither Lyon or Walmsley ever gave an answer.
The initials could’ve just as easily indicated “Swallow Sports,”
“Standard Swallow” or “Swallow Sidecar.” In any event, many
who acquired the S.S. 1 and smaller, 1-liter S.S. II, immediately
started racing their vehicles with good results and demand for
the cars increased. Swallow Sidecar started applying modifications and improvements and, in the words of Grant, the cars “…
tended to become more and more SS, and less Standard.”

An initial run
of
500
put
Swallow Sidecar on good
financial
footing. Bodies for
other manufacturers
quickly
followed, including Swift, Wolseley,
Standard, Fiat and
Morris, although
Austin Seven Swallow. Photo: PicsAuto
production
of
the latter proved short-lived as
that company concentrated on
its rebodied sports models, developed by Cecil Kimber. In
1927, Lyons and Walmsley renamed their business Swallow
Coachbuilding Company and
focused on developing models
using chassis and running gear
provided by Standard. The following year brought a move
from Blackpool to a former munitions factory in Coventry, West
Midlands.
In 1931, Swallow debuted the
S.S. 1 coupe at the annual British International Motor Exhibi-

The two owners faced a decision: continue as before by
modifying other manufacturers’ cars at a fairly small rate, or
expand capacity and sales by building complete vehicles. Lyons pushed for the latter and, in 1933, created S.S. Cars, Ltd,
with an emphasis on the production of high-speed and eminently desirable (and profitable) sports and touring vehicles.
The following year, when Lyons proposed taking the company
public, Walmsley demurred and amicably departed to work on
other projects. As for the motorcycle sidecar business, it continued in operation through a subsidiary company, Swallow
Coachbuilding, Ltd.
During the conversion of the company to full-time auto production, Lyons brought in additional personnel. Two of the
most important were Harry Weslake and William Munger Heynes. Weslake, an accomplished expert in cylinder head and
valve design, worked to boost the power from the Standardprovided engines while concurrently working up overhead valve
systems and heads as replacements for the antique sidevalves. Bill Heynes, formerly of Humber, worked on chassis
development.
The saloon they came up with featured a Weslake-developed
2.5-liter engine with horsepower boosted from 75 to 105 bhp.
Lyons debuted it in a special showing at London’s Mayfair Hotel, shortly in advance of the 1935 London Motor Show, held
once again at Olympia. The press and the motoring public, in
the vernacular, went nuts (or the English equivalent) over the
(Continued on page 4)

Classic Car Catalogue
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Roadwork (Continued from page 3)
design and were particularly surprised by the vehicle’s low price
of £395 (about $660 US).
In writing on the successful debut of the new Jaguar 2½-liter
saloon, Daniel Vaughn stated,
Sophistication was increasing, and now customers
were offered four doors for the first time on an SS. Indeed, so different were the new models that it was felt
that a new model name was needed. The company’s
advertising agency suggested “Jaguar” and though Lyons took some persuading, it was finally adopted…the
Jaguar name was an ideal choice – feline grace and
elegance, combining docility with remarkable power and
agility.
More designs followed, including a Sports Tourer variant of
the SS1 (which Grant described as the “forerunner of the modern Jaguar”) fitted with a 2.76-liter engine which developed 70
bhp and good for speeds north of 80 mph; the semi-streamlined
Airline Saloon and drophead coupe and an all-up sports car,
the SS90. The latter was the first SS vehicle to formally carry
the name “Jaguar.”
Gaining access to the name proved a bit of a problem. Aircraft, engine and automotive manufacturer Armstrong Siddeley
– also of Coventry – retained the rights to the name through
production of a supercharged 14-cylinder, 405 hp engine which
powered a large number of inter-war British aircraft. After negotiations, S.S. received authorization to apply the Jaguar
name to its newest products.
The SS90, while a racy conveyance, still employed a 2.6-liter
side valve Standard engine which developed 68 bhp. Lyons
thought the company could do better and directed Weslake and
Heynes to get more power and speed out of the design. The
SS100 resulted, in late 1935. It fitted a 2.6-liter overhead valve
engine with other modifications which pushed horsepower to
100, but didn’t quite deliver 100 mph. Development continued,
including an increase to the bore and stroke to 3.5 liters, bigger
valves, heavy duty connecting rods and stronger crankshaft.
Developing 125 bhp, the engine easily pushed the SS100 over
the magic 100 mph mark.

climb
in
Worcesters h i r e .
T o m m y
Wisdom –
usually
driving with
his
wife
Elsie (who
went
by
“Bill”)
–
won
the
1934
Al- Owner Charles Truett with SS100 DYL469, probably
pine Trial at Donington, circa 1938. Photo: European Car
in Switzerland in an SS100. In the hands of other drivers the cars also
took the Royal Automobile Club Rally, the 1937 Long Handicap Race at Brooklands and dominated at tracks such as
Donington. Casimiro de Oliveira took first place in an SS100
at the 1937 Vila Real in Portugal, beating out Adlers, Rileys
and BMWs, among others.
In an effort to reduce construction time and boost production, in 1938 SS Cars went from wood frames to all-steel cars
and started putting the 3.5-liter engines into saloons. That
same year, Hempstead Auto Company of Long Island, New
York, became the first importer of SS/Jaguar vehicles in the
colonies. By 1939, the company turned out about 250 cars a
week.
However,
British
and Commonwealth
industries
fully
switched to defence
production following
the 3 September
1939 onset of World
War II. During the
course of the conflict,
the SS factory in
Coventry
handled Gloster Meteor F8. Photo: BHMPics
repairs and modifications to Armstrong-Whitworth Whitley bombers and produced
components for the Supermarine Spitfire, Avro Lancaster, De
Havilland Mosquito and Airspeed Oxford. Towards the end of
the war, the factory turned out the wing and fuselage center
sections for the Gloster Meteor, England’s first operational jet
fighter. Concurrently, Swallow Coachbuilding manufactured
over 10,000 motorcycle sidecars.
In February 1945, with the end of the war on the continent in
sight, SS Cars, Ltd, changed its name to Jaguar Cars, Ltd.
Production resumed with saloons and drophead coupes
based on prewar designs, informally termed the Jaguar Mk IV.
However, Weslake, Heynes, new chief R&D engineer Walter
Hassan and Claude Baily were working up a new engine and
sports car combination for release in 1948. The new car
would, in the words of Aaron Severson, ignite “…Rule Britannia fervor, proving that only three years after the end of the
war, Britain could still produce cars rivaling any in the world.”

Jaguar SS100. Photo: ConceptCarz

Sources: Gregor Grant, British Sports Cars, 5th ed (London:
G.T. Foulis & Co, Ltd., 1958); “SH (Sammy) Newsome,” Historic Coventry Forum, http://forum.historiccoventry.co.uk/;
John Heilig, Jaguar (Osceola, WI: Motorbooks International,
1997)); Daniel Vaughn, “Jaguar SS90,” ConceptCarz, March
2008, December 2009; Aaron Severson, “Grace in Motion:
The Jaguar XK120,” 12 Apr 2009, Ate Up With Motor, http://
ateupwithmotor.com/model-histories/jaguar-xk120/; “Jaguar
History,” Classic Car, www.thoroughbread-cars.com/cars/UK/
Jaguar/history; “Early Cats-The predecessors of Jaguar Cars
Ltd,” The Jag-Lovers Web, www.jag-lovers.org; Racing Sports
Cars, www.racingsportscars.com/.

As with the predecessor 2½ liter saloon, the SS100 proved
highly popular although some reviews of the time weren’t totally
positive, primarily due to its handling. According to Heilig, “…it
was called the ‘poor man’s Bentley,’ sometimes admiringly,
sometimes not.” Through 1940, SS still managed to produce
190 2.5 and 118 3.5-liter cars. And, not surprisingly, the type
quickly started showing up in racing and trials events.
Former Royal Flying Corps pilot and Standard dealer S.H.
“Sammy” Newsome was one of the early Jaguar competitors as
well as an early dealer; he entered the car in rallies and hill
climbs, scoring the fastest times at the 1936 Shelsley Walsh hill
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Featured Events continued

And those of the Scandinavian persuasion venture out...and in...
Eagle Watch Drive—Gateway VCOA, 25 January 2014

Photos: Gateway VCOA

Meet the V60—Gateway VCOA, 1 February 2014

But, be of
good cheer
and ignore the
groundhog;
spring IS on
the way…

Photo: John Moore

(Photo: Madpoet
Blogspot)

Photo: JAGSL

In Print (Continued from page 1)
fully putting a Toyota transmission in your car. For the Mini faithful, part six of the ’67 Cooper S restoration project covers work
on the car’s Hydrolastic suspension.
Over at the February Thoroughbred & Classic Cars, more Morris Garages content: a cover article T&E of GTs with four, six
and eight cylinder engines. Elsewhere in the issue, a story on the restoration of 1961 E-Type chassis No. 24 and the life history
of a particular 1965 Sunbeam Tiger, including all of the owners, restorations and current use.
Jaguar enthusiasts might find the January/February Vintage Motorsport interesting: the results of December’s Bonhams London auction, which saw the Ecurie Ecosse cars go on the block, including a 1951 XK120 ($1,155,742), 1952 C-Type
($4,762,063) and 1956 D-Type ($4,212,877). The team’s 1960 Commer TS3 transporter went for $2,931,443 (!). Elsewhere in
the magazine, a track evaluation of the legendary Group 44 TR8.
Finally, Classic & Sports Car has an interesting online article concerning the immortal Mini. It salutes the 50 th anniversary of
the type’s first Monte Carlo Rally victory at the capable hands of Paddy Hopkirk and Henry Liddon.
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Featured Events

It’s winter: club business gets done...

Annual Meeting—Jaguar
Association of Greater
St Louis
23 November 2014

Holiday events continue...
Holiday Lights Drive—MG Club of St Louis, 18 December 2013

Photos: JAGSL

Photos: MGCStL

Holiday Party—MG Club of St Louis
11 January 2014

Continued on Pg. 5
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