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This month’s issue’s a couple of
days late, primarily due to some
health issues at StLSCC Central
BUT, in the face of an everexpanding schedule of activities
and events, we shall endeavor to
persevere.
Speaking of events, for those who
couldn’t make it, this year’s inaugural Cars & Coffee at Westport
on 18 February took place under
partly cloudy skies with the temperature approaching 60 degrees.
Right about 500 cars showed up
for the event.
March’s Cars &
Coffee, seen in this issue of the
Relay? Pretty much solid overcast, temperature 40 and with 20
or so knots of wind, the turnout
was somewhat less, perhaps 200
-240 cars. But hey, a salute to all
who took part with a special
award to those who drive their
convertibles with the top down.
We do expect somewhat better
conditions for April’s gathering at
Westport and the other C&C
events.
Last month we sent out the annual comp copy of the Relay to
about 15 other car clubs in the
greater St Louis area. As mentioned previously, if you’re in
more than one club and want to
print and hand out copies of this
pub to your other clubs, by all
means have at it.
Increased
communications between clubs is
A Very Good Thing.

March 2017

7 Apr 17—Memories Car Club Monthly Cruise – aka “The Zoo” – at Faith
Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, Sunset Hills, 4-9:30 PM. Held the first Friday of each
month through October for cars 1979 and older; door prizes, please bring a canned
good item for the church’s food pantry.

9 Apr 17—First BSCC Autocross of the season. Family Arena, show around 9:30
AM, six runs for $35. Contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get
on the emailing list.

14 Apr 17—Friday Nights at the Sonic, 1002 S Kirkwood (Kirkwood & Big Bend),

every Friday from 14 April through 29 September. Sponsored by The ‘Stang Gang,
5-9 PM, manager’s choice award every show. All makes/years/models welcome.

15 Apr 17—Cars & Coffee-Westport, at Westport Plaza, 8-11 AM. Info at http://
carsandcoffeestl.org.

15 Apr 17—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Judge’s Training Seminar,

hosted by JAGSL Chief Judge Jim Hendrix and Co-Chief Judge John Testrake. At
Hyman Ltd, 2310 Chaffee Dr, starting at 11 AM following C&C. In and around the
judging talk, plenty of garage chatter and viewing of the Hyman Ltd inventory.
Lunch will be served, $5 charge to cover expenses. Please RSVP to John
Testrake at jtestrake@aol.com.

15 Apr 17—Gateway Healey Association Annual pre-Forest Park Wash-Up/TuneUp, at Keith Bester’s Garage, 115 N Sappington Rd, Kirkwood (314)821-2372. 10
AM until ?, please bring a dish to share.

16 Apr 17—Annual Forest Park Easter Concours, hosted by the Horseless Carriage Club of Missouri in the upper Muni parking lot, Forest Park; event incorporates MG/Triumph Challenge VIII for the British Leyland participation Trophy.
Details to follow, monitor http://hccmo.com/easter-concours/ in the meantime. For
Challenge commentary/preps/verbal and written abuse/brouhaha, monitor
www.sltoa.org and www.stlouismgclub.com.

17 Apr 17— MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 4, at All British Car Repair,
2618 Woodson Rd, Overland; topic TBD. 7 PM to 9 PM.

22 Apr 17—Annual MG Club of St Louis Missouri Endurance Rally, details to
follow. Monitor www.stlouismgclub.com.

(Continued on page 2)

Note: Some club events restrict participation to club members only, primarily for national/chapter insurance reasons. If interested in joining in on a drive or other event, we
recommend you contact the club’s event coordinator in advance for details.

In Print
Much to our surprise, the May issue of Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car arrived early
and, unfortunately, it contained bad news: this, the 141st issue of the magazine, was
the last one. According to the
letter provided to subscribers, “The
magazine industry…has faced
tremendous headwinds with the
growth of digital media and newsstand supply chain struggles. Facing these, and not wanting to put
further strain on Hemmings Motor
News, Hemmings Muscle Machines, and Hemmings Classic
Car, we are unable to continue.”
Continued on pg. 5
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(Continued on page 2)

22 Apr 17—Gateway VCOA Breakfast Meeting, Breakfast & Burger, 10024 Gravois Rd, 10 AM. Followed by a presentation
at Paul Faust’s Integrity Automotive, 9741 Gravois Ave, approximately 11:30 AM.
22 Apr 17—Rockwood Summit High School 2nd Annual Car Show, 1780 Hawkins Road, Fenton, benefits RSHS Biodiesel Club. Register at 7:30 AM, show ends at 2 PM, dash plaques will be handed out along with four ceramic trophies
made by art students, more than 30 attendance prizes, 50/50 drawing benefits the Biodiesel Club. Info (314) 306-0289 or
(636)399-9153.

22-23 Apr 17—SCCA Majors racing, at Gateway Motorsports Park.
29 Apr 17—Gateway Cars & Coffee, at Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 9 AM-12 noon, pastries
and coffee provided by Dunkin’ Donuts. For information call (618)589-9952 or call up www.gatewayclassicars.com.

30 Apr 17— St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 1, Family Arena, St Charles. Info at www.stlsolo.org.
th

5 May 17—6 Annual Union United Methodist Church Car Cruise, 5:30-8:30 PM, dash plaques to the first 75 vehicles,
food available. At 721 E Main St, Belleville, info (618)235-3959.

5 May 17—Memories Car Club Monthly Cruise – aka “The Zoo” – at Faith Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, Sunset Hills, 4-9:30
PM. Held the first Friday of each month through October for cars 1979 and older; door prizes, please bring a canned good
item for the church’s food pantry.

7 May 17—BSCC Autocross No. 2. Family Arena, show around 9:30 AM, six runs for $35. Contact Racer Steve at
sshab@yahoo.com for info or to get on the emailing list.

13 May 17 – Annual JAGSL Veteran’s Home Show, at the Missouri Veteran’s Home, 10600 Lewis & Clark Blvd, St Louis,
followed by a drive and lunch. Meet at the Vet’s Home at 8:30 AM, more TBA, monitor www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.

14 May 17—SLTOA 35th Anniversary Soirée. Start at the Lewis & Clark Boathouse, 1050 S Riverside Dr, St Charles at 10
AM, take advantage of a scenic drive and wind up at Hickory Ridge, 100 S Willow Grove Court, St Peters, for a buffet meal
(BYOB) and celebration. Meal is $15 per person, RSVP required to SLTOA VP Stephen Paur at Stephen.paur@att.net or
(314)308-2564.

20 May 17—Cars & Coffee-Westport, at Westport Plaza, 8-11 AM. Info at http://carsandcoffeestl.org.
21 May 17— St Louis Region SCCA Autocross No. 2, Gateway Motorsports Park. Info at www.stlsolo.org.
21 May 17—Salute the Troops Car Show , hosted by VFW Post 5077, 8500 Veterans Memorial (across the street from
Ethyl’s) in O’Fallon, MO. Starts at 9 AM, $20 registration, trophies at 2 PM, proceeds go to the General Support Fund helping
soldiers in need. Info (636)795-8268.

21 May 17—5th Annual Grace’s Place Classic Car & Truck Show. Registrations 8-11 AM, dash plaques to the first 100
vehicles, 50/50 drawing, at the corner of Main and Cedar in Washington, MO. Info (636)357-8571 or email lisa@gracesplacecrisisnursery.com. Event supports Grace’s Place Crisis Nursery, dedicated to keeping kids safe in times of
crisis.

27 May 17—Gateway Cars & Coffee, at Gateway Classic Cars, 1237 Central Park Dr, O’Fallon, IL, 9 AM-12 noon, pastries
and coffee provided by Dunkin’ Donuts. For information call (618)589-9952 or call up www.gatewayclassicars.com.

2 Jun 17—Memories Car Club Monthly Cruise – aka “The Zoo” – at Faith Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, Sunset Hills, 4-9:30
PM. Held the first Friday of each month through October for cars 1979 and older; door prizes, please bring a canned good
item for the church’s food pantry.

3 Jun 17—Annual St Louis European Auto Show , Taubman Prestige Outlets, 17057 N Outer 40 Rd (north side of I-64/
US 40 in the Valley), details to follow.

3 Jun 17—8th Annual Ranken Pediatric Bridge Hospital Spring Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show , hosted by the
Coachmen Car Club of St Louis. At Ranken Jordan, 11365 Dorsett Rd, Maryland Heights; registration 8:30 AM-12:30 PM,
$20, dash plaques to the first 200 cars. Info (314)791-0396 or (636)948-2100.
St Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub

In Print (Continued from page 1)
Hemmings will continue existing S&EC subscriptions with Classic Car; if you already get both, your Hemmings Classic Car subscription will be extended.
In May’s finale issue, a cover on original owner cars, including a 1963 Triumph TR4 (“Fifty-four years of tweaks makes a TR4
triumphant”) and an article on a 1955 Morris Minor Traveller woody for the LBCers in the crowd. In April’s issue, “Sports Sedan
Greatness,” listing multiple affordable four doors. The list includes the 1973-1980 Triumph Dolomite Sprint; 1968 BMW 2002;
1985-1988 BMW M5; 1985-1992 BMW M3; and 1960-1967 Jaguar Mk2. Honorable mentions include the 1980-1981 BMW 320is
and 1967-1968 Volvo 123GT. Also, a substantial feature article on the MG Magnette Z-Type.
Road & Track for March-April pits the new Alfa Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio against the BMW M3 and Mercedes-AMG C63 S.
There’s also a first drive of the 2017 BMW 5-Series. The cover of March’s Classic & Sports Car is dominated by a rampant
(leaping?) Jaguar Mk2; the article covers the restoration of the car by owner Richard Grimmond, who worked at the legendary
Coombs Garage. Farther along, a buyer’s guide for the Morgan Plus 8.
There’s additional Jaguar content in March’s Octane, with the magazine’s first drive of an Spyder GT, a somewhat modified (!)
E-Type produced by Eagle; “only” $1 million. Finally, Thoroughbred & Classic Cars for March offers up a drive in an XK120 to a
deserving reader.
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Roadwork: Saving the Wedge
The decline of the classic British sports car pretty much mirrored the decline of the British auto industry. From the late
1960s into the 1980s British Leyland, beset by management,
financial and labor issues, attempted to execute a program of
cost-cutting and consolidation although the corporate efforts
probably more closely resembled a fighting retreat. As part of
the process, one-by-one, BLs sports cars went out of production.

The design had its drawbacks, chief among them stylingrelated. According to Keith Adams of AROnline,
Where certain people in the past have said that the
Leyland Princess resembled a car styled by two different people who were not on talking terms – one for the
front and one for the back – the Lynx actually was!
The styling may have been an unhappy mix of (TR7
designer) Harris Mann front and Canley studios rear,
the concept was impressively on target. The V8 engined hatchback Lynx would have comfortably beaten
the V6 Ford Capri at its own game.

British Motor Holdings, one of the predecessor components
of British Leyland, retired the Austin-Healey 3000 in 1967, the
victim of US safety and emissions standards; the Sprite followed in 1971 while Jaguar’s E-Type went out of production in
1975, replaced by the luxury-touring XJ-S. As noted last
month, further development of the MGB – as well as research
and development of possible, modernized replacements – ended during the mid-1970s when BL’s management turned its
focus on the once arch-rival Triumph brand.

British Leyland management liked what it saw and ordered
the car into production, right about the time the first TR7s
came out of the Speke No. 2 factory in Liverpool, Merseyside.
Unfortunately, initial sales of the TR7 in the states proved
disappointing (BL didn’t put the car on sale in England until
1976) and, when combined with serious labor problems at the
Speke facility (described by Adams as being “…of Biblical
proportions,” corporate started planning for the closure of the
plant. In and around a series of walkouts and work stoppages, vehicle quality declined substantially; BL’s apparent inability to properly provide TR7 components to the plant in a logical and timely fashion didn’t help. In 1978, following a fourmonth strike, BL Chairman Michael Edwardes ordered the
closure of the plant and the movement of TR7 production to
Canley Coventry. This action killed the Lynx project.

Triumph’s bid for the future
viability of British sports cars
was the unibody TR7, which
debuted in 1975 to…well,
some accolades but also a lot
of confusion and even anger.
For starters, there was that
severe wedge design which
lent itself to the famous “The
Shape of Things To Come” ad
campaign; for the most part,
you either loved it or hated it.
Also, in comparison to the
(admittedly
long-in-tooth)
TR6, the new design constituted a technological step
backwards: four-cylinder engine vice the 6’s, er, six; live
rear axle instead of independent rear suspension; and for cripe’s sake, a HARDTOP?! Still
it sold reasonably well and for better or worse, constituted BL’s
best shot at remaining a force in the sports car world. The
subsequent introduction of the convertible variant and TR8
didn’t hurt.

A year later, BL tried again, authorizing the StandardTriumph Division to proceed with the development of another
larger variant of the TR7/TR8. Designated “Broadside,” the
car – planned for production as both a convertible and coupe
– would possibly bear both Triumph and MG badges. Arguably, the 2+2 convertible version was step up in styling from the
original Wedge and he inclusion of the Rover V8 would gone
a long way to overcoming the troubled image of the earlier
Triumph Stag. Conversely, one writer noted the proposed
luxury coupe version “…was somewhat compromised in appearance,” although Giovanni Michelotti, at Triumph’s behest,
came up with some styling modifications which improved the
ar.

It turned out the basic TR7 design lent itself to modifications
and improvements; thus, with BL management approval, the
Triumph division was able to move forward with a series of
proposals for new cars. Development of the first mod – designated “Lynx” – actually started in 1972, when the TR7 was in
the works. The designers stretched the wheelbase of the car
12 inches, added longer doors and a hatchback, resulting in a
versatile 2+2. The running gear included the 3.5L Rover V8
sending power through a five-speed gearbox to the same solid
rear axle/suspension planned for the Rover SD1 saloon.
Surviving Broadsword convertible prototype. Photo via Driven to
Write.
Standard-Triumph planned to offer the car with two engines;
the ubiquitous Rover V8 and a new, overhead cam, aluminum
head four-cylinder designated the O-Series. Originally developed by the Austin-Morris Division of British Leyland for the
Morris Marina, the engine came in 1.7L and 2.0L sizes, developing 78 and 91 bhp respectively…admittedly, not particularly
impressive, but like most manufacturers BL was attempting to
work a proper balance between emissions, power and reliability.
Prototypes were built, employing much modified (and stylistically improved) front and rear bumpers, a fixed rollbar for the
convertible and Rover SD1 tail lamps at the back. An indenta-

The sole surviving Triumph Lynx prototype, on display at the British
Motor Museum, Gaydon. Photo via Old Classic Car.

(Continued on page 4)
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Saving the Wedge (Continued from page 3)

tion of the DeLorean factory commenced in West Belfast,
Northern Ireland; the Northern Ireland Development Agency
provided £100 million (roughly $200 million) in financial incentives, which sealed the deal. The first Renault-powered, Lotus
-engineered DMC-12 hit the market in early 1981.

tion or channel down the side of the cars superseded the
Wedge’s slash and tied the front and rear ends together.

Unfortunately, DeLorean was behind the power curve (no
pun intended) from the start, due to production delays and
quality issues. According to one reference, a financial study of
the firm determined it would have to sell an average of 20,000
cars per year by the third year of production in order to make a
profit. Over two years of production, covering three model
years (1981-1983), the plant only turned out about 9200 cars.
Financial problems cropped up; John DeLorean got busted for
drug trafficking, apparently in an effort to raise funds (he was
acquitted) and by the end of 1982 the company was in administration (ie, receivership).

Michelotti’s sketch for the proposed Broadsword 2+2 GT
(above) and one of the actual prototypes. Apparently something got lost in translation. Photos via AROnline.

Believe it or not, this is where proposed resurrection of the
TR7 and TR8 came in. With DeLorean on the ropes, several
of the company’s British managers and personnel put together
an effort to acquire the production rights to an existing British
sports car design, with the intent of offering it as a new, lowercoast DeLorean, for sale alongside the existing DMC-12.
DMC Chief Executive Barrie Wills (originally hired as Director
of Purchasing in October 1978) put the proposal together
along with Managing Director Chuck Bennington. Remarkably, British Leyland was receptive…but refused to release the
Triumph brand name. Wills and Bennington then approached
Donald Healey – whose last major effort, the Jensen-Healey,
went out of production in 1976 – to get permission to use his
name (and, presumably, some engineering input and oversight). If the plan came off, the restyled TR7 would sell as the
DeLorean-Healey 2000, with the TR8 becoming the DeLoreanHealey 3500. Oh, and in order to erase the, er, stench from
the collapse of DeLorean and John Z’s fall from grace, the
concern would gain the name of Dunmurry Motor Company,
for the West Belfast neighborhood where the factory was located.

Once again, however, it was all for naught. Try as they
might, BL engineers couldn’t get the O-Series engine to pass
US emissions standards; without 4-cylinder base models to
sell in the states, BL couldn’t justify production. In writing of
the cancelled “Broadside” coupe, writer Eóin Doyle commented, “The rationale for a luxury coupe is almost entirely predicated on appearance, but viewed in the flesh, it’s an unhappy
looking thing, lacking much in the way of delicacy or grace.
Tears should not be shed.”
In late 1980, in another round of consolidations and budgetcutting, BL closed the Canley plant and moved Wedge production to Rover’s Solihull facility in South Birmingham. Apparently, at this point, corporate management considered one last
stab at keeping the MG brand alive by badge-engineering the
TR7. The company actually looked at a prototype, which had
a few “modest” styling differences from the original TR7
(probably along the level of what General Motors tried to pull
off with its upscale variant of the first-generation Chevy Cavalier, the Cadillac Cimarron). However, this concept also quietly
expired…as did BL’s sports car line.
In May 1981, British Leyland announced the end of TR7 and
TR8 production. BL planned to continue strictly with sedans
and coupes, including a final Triumph model named the
“Acclaim;” the car was a Honda Ballade, sold in the states as
the Civic sedan.

Styling proposal for the DeLorean-Healey 2000 and 3500.
Photo via Drive.

Yet, the curtain didn’t come completely down on the last
Triumph sports cars. A certain auto manufacturer in Northern
Ireland offered to acquire the production rights to the Wedges:
the DeLorean Motor Company.

John Z. DeLorean with DMC-12.
New York Times.

Läpple Steel in Carlow, which produced the DMC-12’s stainless steel panels and other components, agreed to handle
fabrication of the bodies of the “new” cars, with painting done
at a former Nissan plant elsewhere in Ireland. The factory in
Dunmurry would do the final assembly, giving DMC three cars
suitable for sale (as an aside, the company fully intended to
continue production of the DMC-12 with a right-hand-drive
variant for sale in Great Britain).

John Z. DeLorean
– formerly an engineer with Chrysler
and Packard, Pontiac and Chevrolet
division head and
GM vice president –
former the car company bearing his
name in 1973 after
leaving GM.
In
1978,
following
something of an
bidPhoto: international
ding war, construc-

Ed Peppal, who had worked with Wills at the Reliant Motor
Company in Tamworth, Staffordshire, did the initial styling
changes for the cars, including removal of the swoosh along
the sides of the body and the use of much smaller bumpers.
Wills later stated the company planned to approach the DMC12’s designer, Giorgetto Giugiaro, to assist with the restyling or
(Continued on page 5)
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Featured Events

MG Club of St Louis Tech Session No. 4
20 March 2017

Photos by
Andrew Ackerman

That put the final nail in the coffins of the DMC-12, TR7
and TR8; Dunmurry Motor Company collapsed. Fortunately,
here in St Louis, a good number of TR7s and 8s survive,
along with a surprising assortment of DMC-12s. Next time
you see examples in the same venue, such as the annual
European Auto Show, feel free to speculate on the proverbial
“what might have been.”

Saving the Wedge (Continued from page 4)
“freshening” effort (ironically, upon first seeing the Harris Mann
-styled TR7 at the 1975 Geneva Motor Show, Giugiaro had
commented in the negative on the 7’s styling swoosh. Upon
walking around the car, the master stylist reportedly exclaimed,
“My God! They’ve done it to the other side as well!”).
The organizers hit the banks to raise the necessary £20 million to get the Wedges back on the road under a new name,
with a request to the government for somewhere between
£20,000 and £80,000 to handle fees for production in Northern
Ireland. Then, tragedy struck one last time: Jim Prior, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and former British Secretary
of State for Employment, apparently muffed his project briefing
to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. According to automotive
writer Jim Bremner, instead of stating the DMC project “only”
required £20,000 to £80,000, Prior indicated the company
wanted the government to fund the entire £20 million. Her
response: “Tell the receivers to do their job. There will be no
more money.”

Sources:, Keith Adams, “The Cars: Triumph TR7/TR8,”
AROnline, n.d.; Richard Bremner, “A Tragedy But Nearly a
Triumph DeLorean,” Drive, n.d.; “The TR7 Story,” via North
Coast Triumph Association, n.d.; Eóin Doyle, “Cries and
Whispers – 1979 Triumph Broadside,” Driven to Write, n.d.;
Keith Adams, “Lynx-the V8 TR7 that never was…”, AROnline,
www.aronline.co.uk/blogs/cars/triumph/tr7-tr8/the-carstriumph-tr7tr8/, 6 August 2011; “The Failure of Triumph in
Speke,” BBC, 8 December 2009; Richard Truett, “Coventry:
when the wheels came loose,” Automotive News, 3 July
2006; “DeLorean FAQ,” www.dmcnews.com/faq/h_vins.htm;
“30th Anniversary of the Launch of the TR7,” Triumph
TR7.com, www.triumphtr7.com/documents/articles/reviews/
launch.asp.
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Featured Events

St Louis Autocross Association Events 1 & 2
19 March 2017

AA
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