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Gateway Relay 
  Vol VII, No. 6                St Louis Sports Car Council                         May 2018 

Council News & Notes 
 A bit of something different this 

month: getting younger  people 
interested in the special interest 
automotive hobby.    

 At the St Louis Triumph Owner’s 
Association May meeting, new 
president Andy Stark pointed out 
the majority of the ownership was 
in their 50s or older.  He commit-
ted his club to develop methods 
of expanding the membership 
base downward, age-wise.  

 While we don’t know how many of 
the member clubs are “aging out” 
—the BSCC and SCCA auto-
crosses tend to bring out competi-
tors in their 20s and we suspect 
the BMW club has a pretty good 
mix of age groups—it is a prob-
lem throughout the hobby.  

 Step one: if your club has an 
event that might particularly ap-
peal to a younger crowd, let us 
know here at StLSCC Central.  
We’ll be glad to push the event.  

 Step two: we will continue to 
watch for and boost school-
sponsored car shows, cruises 
and tech sessions.  That’ll include 
events sponsored by Ranken or 
any of the regional community 
colleges.  

 If you have ideas or suggestions, 
send them along!  

Note: Some club events restrict participation to club members only, primarily for na-
tional/chapter insurance reasons.  If interested in joining in on a drive or other event, we 
recommend you contact the club’s event coordinator in advance for details.   

Up & Coming 
12 May 18—1

st 
Annual STL Exotic Car Show, 12 noon-3 PM, N Central Avenue, 

Clayton.  Live DJ, police security, sponsored by Cars & Coffee St Louis, StL Motor-
cars, Jim Butler Alfa Romeo & Maserati, Hyman Ltd Classic Cars, Glendale Chrys-
ler-Jeep-Dodge-Ram and Porsche St Louis.  

19 May 18—Cars & Coffee-Westport. 8-11 AM, at Westport Plaza, monitor http://
carsandcoffeestl.org.  

19 May 18—Gateway VCOA Spring Tech Session, at Integrity Automotive, 538 
Mae Court, Fenton.  For information call up https://gatewayvolvoclub/2018/04/26/
spring-2018-tech-session/ or email gateway.vcoa.chapter@gmail.com. 

19 May 18—Cars & Coffee-Westport.  8-11 AM, at Westport Plaza, monitor http://
carsandcoffeestl.org.  

19 May 18—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis Rallye to the Winer-
ies.  Details to follow, monitor www.jagstl.com and the online Growl.  

19 May 18—12
th

 Annual Granite City High School Warrior’s Renaissance 
Car Show.  Dash plaques for the first 100 cars, awards in 22 different classes 
and 4 student classes, 5 specialty awards, 50/50 drawing.  At GCHS, 3101 Madi-
son Ave, email liz.cicio@gcsd9.net for start time and other information.  

20 May 18—SCCA Autocross #2, at Gateway Motorsports Park.  Registration from 
7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for SCCA members, $40 plus $15 weekend membership for non
-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org.  

20 May 18—Grace’s Place Crisis Nursey Classic Car & Truck Show.  Regis-
tration 8-11 AM, dash plaques to the first 100 cars.  50/50 drawing benefits Grace’s 
Place Crisis Nursery, helping keep children safe in times of crisis.  Email 
amy@gracesplacecrisisnursery.com for info.  Corner of Main and Cedar in parking 
lot next to Borgia Church, Washington, MO.   

26 May-3 Jun 18—22
nd

 British Car Week, annual week of British car awareness; 
call up www.britishcarweek.org for info on events nationwide.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Continued on pg. 6 

In Print  
   Interested in new cars? Who isn’t?  Check out the May 2018 issue of Car & Driver, 
complete with the long-rumored mid-engine Corvette rampant on the cover.  The vehi-

cles featured in “Cars Worth Waiting For” include the 2109 
BMW 8-Series and 2020 Volvo 
Polestar 1.  Elsewhere in this is-
sue, a look at Jaguar’s I-Pace 
electric, long-term test wrap-up on 
a ’17 Jaguar XE 35t AWD and a 
quick look at the BMW X2 (by the 
way, if you’re contemplating a trip 
to SoCal – in particular, Banning, 
Riverside County –  you owe 
yourself a look at a possible drive 
up CA 243, pgs 34-39. Oh BOY!).   

   The April issue of Thoroughbred 
& Classic Cars has two items of 
interest for the LBCers in the 
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27 May 18—BSCC Autocross #3.  Show around 9:30-10 AM, six runs for $35.  For more information or to get on the email 
alert list for events, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

May 18—Gateway VCOA St Charles County Drive with lunch at a local winery, details TBA.  

1 Jun 18—Sonic Car Cruise, 1002 S Kirkwood Rd (corner of Kirkwood and Big Bend), 5-9 PM.  Hosted every Friday evening 
through 28 September by The ‘Stang Gang.  Primarily rods/muscle cars/American heavy metal but foreign cars do draw at-
tention… 

1 Jun 18—First Friday Car Show/Memories Car Cruise, aka “The Zoo,” at Faith Church, 13001 Gravois Rd, Sunset Hills, 
4 PM-9 PM.  For 1979 and older cars.   

2 Jun 18—9
th

 Annual Ranken Jordan/Coachman Car Show (rain date 3 June).  Register 8:30 AM-12:30 PM, $20, dash 
plaques to the first 200 entries, goody bags to the first 100, designed by kids who are Ranken Jordan patients.  At Ranken 
Jordan Pediatric Bridge Hospital, 11365 Dorsett Rd, info (314)872-6512 or (314)791-0396. 

2-3 Jun 18—SCCA “Southern Sampler” Midwest Division Road Races, Gateway Motorsports Park, hosted by the St 
Louis and the Southern Illinois Regions. Registration and tech inspection Friday night, 5-8 PM, qualifying starts at 8 AM Sat-
urday, events include time trials, PDX/Performance Driving Experience and dinner Saturday night.  To volunteer or register 
for club racing or PDX, go to msreg.com/stlsummersampler.  

3 Jun 18—31
st

 Annual St Louis European Auto Show, at Taubman Prestige Outlets, Chesterfield, 11 AM-2 PM, benefit-
ing St Louis ARC   Info at http://stleuropeanautoshow.com/.  

3 Jun 18—Waterloo Optimist Club Youth Benefit Car Show, Waterloo Town Square, 100 S Main St.  Register 8 AM-
noon, 26 classes, dash plaques for the first 50 entries.  50/50 drawing benefits Optimist Club fundraisers.  For info email kev-
in@v8tv.net.  

9 Jun 18—Tire Rack Street Survival School, 7 AM to 4:30 PM at Family Arena, St Charles.  Emphasis on hands-on driving 
experience in real-world situations, instructors will use your car to teach you about its handling limits and how you can control 
them.   

10 Jun 18—SCCA Autocross #3, at Family Arena, St Charles.  Registration from 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for SCCA members, $40 
plus $15 weekend membership for non-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org. 

13 Jun 18—Gateway Motorsports Park Wide Open Wednesday.  Events include the father-son grudge match drag race be-
tween Bruce “Fin Man” Kunz and “Battery Boy” Jeff Kunz, track opens at 6 PM.  An opportunity for racers to test their cars on 
GMP’s quarter-mile track, food and drink specials, more info at www.gatewaymsp.com/wide-open-wednesday-presented-by-
aaa-insurance/.  

15-17 Jun 18—Gateway VCOA Midsommar, in Lindsborg, Kansas.  Hosted by the Heart of America VCOA Chapter, will in-
clude traditional Swedish Midsommar activities including music, folk dancers, crafts and food.  Car show, tech sessions, t-
shirts and dash plaques, lots of raffle and Volvo prizes.  For information/details call up www.kc-vcoa.org/midsommar-2018/ or 
email gateway.vcoa.chapter@gmail.com.  Celebrate Midsommar like a Swede! 

15-18 Jun 18—Blackhawk Vintage Classic XXVI, Blackhawk Farms, South Beloit, IL, hosted by the Vintage Sports Car 
Drivers Association (VSCDA).  JAGSL is sending a contingent in support of Phil Taxman and his E-Type, other events in-
clude the Sprite/Midget Series race and Scramble Enduro.  Info at www.vscda.org/events/blackhawk-vintage.  

16 Jun 18—Cars & Coffee-Westport.  8-11 AM, at Westport Plaza, monitor http://carsandcoffeestl.org.  

16 Jun 18—Hazelwood Baptist Car Show. 6161 Howdershell Rd 63042, 10AM-4 PM, at Cars, music, food!  Online regis-
tration at http://hazelwoodbaptist.com/HBC2014/formsContact/CarShowSignup.php.  

17 Jun 18—SCCA Autocross #4, at Gateway Motorsports Park.  Registration from 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for SCCA members, 
$40 plus $15 weekend membership for non-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org. 

17 Jun 18—Cars With Class Father’s Day Car Show, Museum of Transportation, 2933 Barrett Station Rd, 9 AM-2 PM.  
Free admission to the museum, monitor http://transportmuseumassociation.org or call (314)615-8668.   

23 Jun 18—Jaguar Association of Greater St Louis South City Scavenger Hunt; meet at the Carnack’s house,  241 
Wenneker Dr, Ladue, 9:30-10 AM.  Lunch at 12 noon at the Schlafly Tap Room, 2100 Locust St, St Louis.  Prizes for first and 
second places!  Please RSVP to Tom Loew at  big_cat92@hotmail.com (314)878-1677 or Terry Carmack at 
tcarmack01@charter.net (314)692-0566.  

24 Jun 18—BSCC Autocross #4.  Show around 9:30-10 AM, six runs for $35.  For more information or to get on the email 
alert list for events, contact Racer Steve at sshab@yahoo.com.  

Jun 18—Gateway VCOA St Route 66/Cuba Drive & Drive-In Movie Night.  More TBA, for info monitor https://
gatewayvolvo.club/page/ or email gateway.vcoa.chapter@gmail.com.  

1 Jul 18—SCCA Autocross #5, at Family Arena, St Charles.  Registration from 7 to 8:15 AM, $40 for SCCA members, $40 
plus $15 weekend membership for non-members.  Info at www.stlsolo.org.  

3 Jul 18—5
th

 Annual Twin Oaks Presbyterian Church Car Show, 1230 Big Bend Rd, Ballwin (Big Bend at MO 141).  
Registration 9 AM-noon, entry fee is canned goods or non-perishable food items for the church food pantry.  Top 15 pick 
awards, people’s choice award at 2 PM.  All raffle proceeds benefit the Church Youth Mission.  Food and refreshments avail-
able, Village of Twin Oaks fireworks display at ~9:15 PM.  Info (636)225-5625.  

St Louis Car Shows and Cruises: http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub 

Up & Coming (Continued from page 1) 



3 

 

   We open this month’s proceedings with a couple of obser-
vations, hopefully items we can all agree on.  First, cars just 
naturally lend themselves to modification for any of a number 
of purposes.  Second, throughout recorded history – be it with 
horses, chariots, sleds, or self-propelled vehicles – people 
have just as naturally engaged in friendly competition to deter-
mine who was fastest.  

   For most of us, unless you’re an arch vehicular preserva-
tionist, once you get that new or collectible car, you turn an 
eye towards mods that’ll make the car faster, better handling 
and/or safer, right?  Some cars, despite their out-of-the-box 
capabilities, readily lend themselves to mods.   

   One example 
was the legend-
ary Jaguar 
XK120.  Intro-
duced in 1948 as 
the company’s 
first post-war 
sports car – fol-
lowing the 1936-
1941 SS 100 – 
the car featured a 
DOHC 3.4L 
straight 6 with 
twin side-draft 
SU carburetors 

that produced 160 hp, good for 120+ mph (the SE variant 
produced 180hp and the XK120M turned out 210).  With a 
four-speed transmission, independent front suspension, enve-
lope body and a reasonable price compared to several of its 
competitors, the car proved immediately popular.   

   No surprise, the XK120 also found quick use in competition.  
Jaguar ran three works XK120Cs or “C-Types” in the 1951 Le 
Mans 24-hour race; the number 20 car, driven by Peter Walk-
er and Peter Whitehead, placed first with 267 laps run, beat-
ing two Talbot-Lago T26s and two Aston Martin DB2s.  A pri-
vateer XK120S driven by Rob Lawrie and Ivan Waller finished 
11th, while the C-Types of Stirling Moss/Jack Fairman and 
Clemente Biondetti/Leslie Johnson DNF’d.  The victory initiat-
ed the first of five wins by Jaguar at the 24-hour race over 
seven years. 

  Stock (or close to stock) XK120s quickly flooded racing ven-
ues in England, Europe and the United States.  A lot of fa-
mous drivers got their starts in the Jags; the list included two 
of the best drivers ever to come out of the US, John Fitch and 
Walt Hansgen.  And, interestingly enough, both thought 
enough of the big cats to build their own XK120-based spe-
cials.  

   Fitch, born in Indianapolis on 4 August 
1917, served during World War II as a 
pilot with the Army Air Forces, initially 
flying A-20s in North Africa with Twelfth 
Air Force.  Subsequently assigned to the 
335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter 
Group, he flew P-51D Mustangs in Eu-
rope, where on one mission he bagged 
German Me-262 jet (Fitch later com-
mented, “I cheated and shot him down 
when he was landing with no fuel”).  
Shot down on a later mission while 
strafing trains, he finished the war as a 
POW.   

   He started racing in 1950 in MG TCs and TDs and a car of 
his own design which incorporated a Fiat 1100 chassis, heavi-
ly modified Crosley Hot-Shot body and a flathead Ford V8 
(designated the Fitch Model B, the car gained the nickname 
“Fitch Bitch,” presumably in reference to its rather entertaining 
handling).  He drove the Model B in events at Suffolk and 

Roadwork: A Couple of Specials 

Bridgehampton, Long 
Island, and managed a 
second place at the Lin-
den, New Jersey, Airport 
course in July 1950.  He 
got his first drive in an 
XK120 on 31 December 
1950 at the 6-hour Se-
bring Grand Prix of En-
durance, earning a first in 
class and 18th overall with 
a friend, designer/
illustrator Coby Whitmore.  

   For 1951, Fitch and Whitmore ginned up another special, this 
time based on the XK120.  Known as (surprise!) the Fitch-
Whitmore Le Mans Special, the car featured standard Jaguar 
running gear wrapped in a lightweight body with cycle fenders 
fabricated by one of his employees at Fitch’s Sports & Utility 
Motors, White Plains, New York.  It weighed about 2100 lbs – 
some 800 lbs lighter than a standard XK120 – had a two-inch 
wider track and hot cam in the 3.4L engine. 

   In its debut event at Bridgehampton on 9 June 1951, Fitch 
brought the car home first in class and fourth overall.  He fol-
lowed up in 1952 with races at Vero Beach and again at 
Bridgehampton (3rd overall/1st in class 3M).  Fitch then sold the 
car (the new owner immediately pulled the Jaguar engine and 
stuffed in a big American V8) and concentrated on a new as-
signment as team driver for Briggs Cunningham.  In his first 
attempt at Le Mans in June 1951, driving a C2-R with Phil Wal-
ters, he managed an 18th place finish and yet another first in 
class.  Fitch went on to drive for Cunningham for several years, 
in and around serving as the only American driver on the Mer-
cedes-Benz team.   

   A native of Westfield, New Jersey, 
born on 28 October 1919, Walt Hansgen 
grew up in an automotive family and, by 
his early 30s, owned his own body shop 
and Jaguar dealership.  He actually 
started racing at the ripe old age of 31, 
in (you guessed it) an XK120 at Bridge-
hampton.  He DNF’ed but things pretty 
well picked up from there when he start-
ed running his Jaguar special.  

   Designed and built with Emil Hoffman, 
the car featured a tube-frame chassis 

employing 8 gage chrome-moly steel, finned aluminum brake 
drums, MG TD steering rack and the engine and running gear 
out of his XK120, all contained in accustom body that saved 
about 700 lbs over stock.  Hansgen modified the back end, 

(Continued on page 4) 

JAGSL’s Phil Taxman in his XK120, during 
last February’s SLTOA Polar Bear Run.  

John Fitch.  Photo via 
The New York Times.  

Fitch Model B at speed.  Photo via 
Sports Car Digest.  

The Fitch-Whitmore Special...yes, it’s an XK120.  Photo via 
Coolamundo 

Walt Hansgen.  Photo 
via Motor Sport.  
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installing coil springs and tubular shocks and incorporated 
three trailing links (two down, one over the axle) plus a Pan-
hard rod.  Hansgen and Hoffman did all of the work at the sen-
ior Hangsen’s shop in Westfield. 

   Walt debuted the car 
at the May 1953 SCCA 
regional race at Marl-
boro, Maryland, en-
gaging in a race-long 
battle with J.L. Negley, 
Jr, in an Allard-
Chrysler.  They 
swapped the lead sev-
eral times during the 
event, with Hangsen 
taking the victory after 

Negley put his car in the hay bales.  At the 4 July 1953 SCCA 
Regional races at Thompson, Connecticut, Hansgen placing 
second in Class B.  He followed up on 19 July by taking first 
place at Cumberland Airport, Maryland, defeating several oth-
er XK120s.  On 29 August, he did double duty, driving an As-
ton Martin DB2 with Randy Pearsall in D-Modified at NAS New 
York for the Floyd Bennett Cup, then running his Jaguar spe-
cial with Bill Eager in C-Modified, placing fifth.  At Thompson 
on 6 September Walt finished second to Masten Gregory in a 
C-Type; his last win came on 19 September 1953 at Watkins 
Glen, where he passed George Harris’ Allard on the last lap to 
take the checkered flag.  As reported in the Washington Daily 
News,  

   Hansgen set the pace for 18 laps of the 22-lap race 
before Harris slid by him on the 19th.  Hansgen re-
gained the lead on the next round only to lose it again 
on the 21st.  Harris takes the curve on the inside.  
Hansgen won't be denied.  He takes to the dirt and 
gravel along the outside. Hansgen's wheel throws a 
storm of gravel and the engine's thunder strangles mo-
mentarily as the Jaguar goes around crabwise.  He 
gives it the gun, fishtails, then zooms past Harris and 
crosses the finish line - the winner! 

    At the end of the season Hansgen sold the XK120 spe-
cial to a friend, bought Gregory’s C-Type and, in and 
around periodic runs in DB2s, continued racing and win-
ning.  Like John Fitch, he eventually drew the attention of 
Briggs Cunningham and started driving a wide variety of 
cars, including D-Types, Lister-Jaguars, Lister-Costins, 
Maserati Tipo 61s, Corvettes and later, E-Type light-
weights.  Hansgen won the SCCA’s C-Modified champion-
ship from 1956 through 1959 while driving for Cunningham, 
and in 1958 was named Sports Illustrated’s US Sports Car 
Driver of the year for 1957.  

   Hansgen debuted at Le Mans in 1959, driving a Jaguar-
powered Lister Costin-LM for Brian Lister, with Peter Blond.  
Regrettably, the car left the race in the fifth hour when the en-

A Couple of Specials (Continued from page 3) gine let go.  The following year he teamed up with Dan Gurney 
in Cunningham’s prototype Jaguar E2A but again, didn’t finish, 
this time due to a head gasket failure.  

   He subsequently entered Formula 1, driving a Cooper T53-
Climax at the 1961 US Grand Prix at Watkins Glen.  Following 
the demise of Cunningham’s team in 1963, Hansgen shifted to 
the North American Racing Team (NART) and Texas oilman 
John Mecom’s team, continuing to rack up the wins including a 
number of victories in the US Road Racing Championship in 
the Mecom Lola T70.  He even raced at Indy in 1964 and 
1965, in the Huffaker-Offenhauser MG Liquid Suspension 
Special, placing 13th and 14th respectively.   

    In 1966, Hansgen 
joined the Holman-
Moody factory Ford 
GT team, driving Ford 
GTs.  On 6 February 
1966, driving with 
Mark Donahue in a 
GT40 Mk2, he fin-
ished 3rd in the 5th 
Annual Daytona 24-
Hour Continental.  At 
the end of March, 
Hansgen and Do-
nahue finished 2nd in the Sebring 12 hour race, behind Ken 
Miles and Lloyd Ruby in the Shelby American Ford GT-X1 
(basically, a convertible Mk2) and ahead of Skip Scott and 
Peter Revson in the Essex Wire GT40.  

   Roughly a week later, on 3 April, while testing a Shelby 
GT40 Mk2 at Le Mans, Hansgen crashed into a barricade and 
rolled several times.  Walt, 46, never regained consciousness; 
he died in a French military hospital in Orléans five days later 
and was subsequently interred in New Germantown Ceme-
tery, Oldwick, New Jersey.   

   For his part, John Fitch enjoyed a long career before hang-
ing up his helmet in 1966.  In May 1955, after joining the Mer-
cedes-Benz team, he and co-driver Kurt Gessell, driving a 300 
SL, placed fifth overall and first in class in the XXII Mille Miglia.  
In June, he teamed with Pierre Levegh in a MB 300 SLR for 
the Le Mans 24 hour race; Fitch was in the pits, ready to take 
his turn at the wheel when Levegh hit another car and cata-
pulted into the stands, killing over 80.  He immediately went to 
team manager Alfred Neubauer and strongly recommended 
Mercedes-Benz pull out of the race.  After communications 
with corporate leadership, Mercedes called in its remaining 
cars.   

    Teamed with Stirling Moss, Fitch later won the Tourist Tro-
phy for Mercedes.  In 1956, he lead the effort to make the 
Chevrolet Corvette a no-kidding racing car; notably, at Sebring 
on 24 March 1956, he teamed with Walt Hansgen in a 327-
powered Corvette Special and finished ninth, first in class.  He 
then returned to Briggs Cunningham’s team, driving primarily 
Jaguar D-Types, although in 1957 he returned to Sebring to 
race the highly modified Corvette SS with Pierro Taruffi.  A 
failure of the rear suspension put the car out of the running on 
the 23rd lap.   

   Perhaps more importantly than his continued competition 
driving, Fitch – no doubt motivated by the 1955 Le Mans dis-
aster - started working up concepts for improved automotive 
safety.  He invented the Fitch Inertial Barrier, those plastic 
sand-filled barrels used worldwide to slow and cushion cars 
during accidents (Fitch actually tested the barrels himself, by 
driving a 1960 Chevy wagon into several at high speed).  He 
ultimately received 14 other safety-related patents.  

   Fitch also assisted with the design and development of Lime 
Rock Park in Connecticut and produced a modified Corvair 
named the “Fitch Sprint.”  Available in both the early and late-
model cars, the Sprint modifications included improved sus-
pension, carburetion and several other touches.  They proved 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Hansgen-Jaguar Special.  Photo by Sean Smith.   Below, the 
Special’s engine bay.  Photo via British Racing Car.  The Hansgen/Donahue Mk2 at Sebring.  

Photo via Sports Car Digest.  
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Featured Events  

JM 

MGCStL Terry Fanning Rally 

25 Mar 18 
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Featured Events continued Forest Park Easter Concours/
Triumph-MG Challenge IX 

1 Apr 18 

Final count: MGs 27, Triumphs 17.  SLTOA President Andy 
Stark, left, congratulates MGCStL Chairman Andy Ackerman.   

Above photo by Darren Frazier 
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Cars & Coffee—Gateway Motorsports Park 

14 Apr 18 

SCCA Autocross No. 1 

15 Apr 18 

Featured Events continued 
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JAGSL Judge Training 

21 Apr 18 , Hyman Ltd 

Featured Events continued 

Gateway VCOA Lewis & Clark Drive 

21 Apr 18 

Photos courtesy of the Jaguar 
Association of Greater St Louis  

Photos Courtesy of  
Gateway VCOA 
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MGCStL Missouri Endurance Rally  

 21 Apr 18 
Featured Events continued 

highly popular.  
Regrettably, a 
follow-on Cor-
vair-powered 
sports car, 
developed with 
Whitmore and 
named the 
“Fitch Phoe-
nix,” never 
reached pro-
duction, a re-
sult of Chevro-
let’s decision to 
kill the Corvair.  

    In 2003, Fitch went to Bonneville and attempted to set a 
land speed record in a 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL…at age 
86!  He failed to reach the required 183 mph, but he came 
pretty close, hitting the high 170s.   

   John Fitch passed on 31 October 2012 at his home near 
Lime Rock, Connecticut.  Shortly prior to his death, Road & 
Track’s Allen St John penned the following salute:  

   Fitch is a product of a world gone by, one of the last 
surviving members of that so-called Greatest Genera-
tion. Less obvious is the fact that Fitch might just be 
the prototype of the modern racing driver. He was 
among the first to sense that racing could be more than 
just a pastime for overgrown boys with too much mon-
ey and too little sense. Fitch understood business and 
he understood safety, and by nudging the sport in 
those directions—the two pillars currently supporting 
everything from NASCAR to Formula 1—he laid the 
groundwork for every successful racer who followed.  

    Fitch’s Jaguar Special sold most recently in 2011 for 
$198,000; it regularly appears in concours and vintage racing 
events, as does Walt Hansgen’s Special.  Finally, Finally, 
Hansgen’s personal XK120 – now 68 years old – still runs in 
the family; Walt’s son, Rusty, has the car and drives it regular-

A Couple of Specials (Continued from page 4) 

ly.  He noted in a Wall Street Journal article “…I’ll never forget 
driving it for the first time after the restoration was complete.  
There was that engine’s song that I remembered from when I 
was a kid.”   

Sources: Douglas Martin, “John Fitch, Glamorous Racer 
With a Flair for Danger, Dies at 95,” The New York Times, 31 
October 2012; “Mercedes-Benz remembers legendary race 
car driver John Fitch,” Motorsport.com, 1 November 2012; 
“Walt Hansgen,” Motor Sport, n.d.; “Walt Hansgen,” Sports 
Illustrated, 20 January 1958; Curtis Jacobson, “Walt 
Hansgen’s Jaguar XK120 Special, now raced by Bob Mill-
stein,” British Race Car, n.d.; Racing Sports Cars, 
www.racingsportscars.com; Allen St John, “John Fitch: A Life 
Well Lived,” Road & Track, 8 November 2012; Brandon Webb, 
“The Legendary John Fitch of the Army Air Corps,” Mili-
tary.com, 11 November 2011; Rich Taylor, “Rich’s Ramblings,” 
Victory Lane, March 2018, pp 21-22; “1949 Jaguar XK120,” 
ConceptCarz.com; A.J. Baime, “A 6Joh6-Year-Old Jaguar Still 
Purrs,” The Wall Street Journal, 30 August 2016; “1952 Fitch-
Whitmore Le Mans Special,” Bonhams, n.d.  

John Fitch with his one-and-only Corvair-
powered Phoenix.  Photo via Nararacecar.  

Rusty Hansgen with his dad’s XK120.  Photo via The Wall Street 
Journal.  

Photos by Andrew Ackerman & 
Glenn Owens 
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Cars & Coffee-Westport 

21 Apr 

Featured Events continued 
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BSCC Autocross No. 2 

22 Apr 18 
Featured Events continued 

Sh
a

m
el

es
s 

P
lu

g
!    For the Volvo owners, 

work continues on the 
rework of West County 
Volvo, on Manchester 
west of MO 141.  No 
estimate yet on when 
the project will reach 
completion, but they’re 
making good progress.  
Watch for news of the 
grand re-opening 
event.   

Photo by Allen Decker 
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Featured Events 
Cars & Coffee-Gateway Classics 

28 Apr 18 

group: one reader’s drive in his dream car, a 1961 MGA 1600 Mk II and an article on Italian collector who numbers a staggering 
23 Minis among his 40-car collection.  In April’s Classic & Sports Car, a comparison between three luxury GTs: a 1981 Jaguar JX-
S HE, 1986 BMW 635CSi and a 1984 Alfa-Romeo GTV6.  Finally, the May edition of Classic Motorsports kicks off with a cover 
article on factory-sponsored Triumph GT6s, incorporating a track comparison between the Group 44 and Kas Kastner-built cars.  
Same issue, tech tips for the 1982-1994 BMW E30/3-Series.    

   Finally, the April 2018 issue of Octane has several pages on the WSM, a coupe conversion of the Austin-Healey Sprite (or MG 
Midget, your choice) which interestingly enough has gone back in production.   

In Print (Continued from page 1) 

MG Club Winery Drive 

29 Apr 18 

Photos by  
Matthew Johnson 

Photos via Glenn Owens 


